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order: protoplasm, the cell, the tissues, and the organ systems (including
the special sense organs). It is relatively short, easy to read, and profusely
illustrated, but compared with its rivals, rather poorly illustrated. Even
though it has more figures than two leading histology texts, these are
frequently poorly selected and poorly reproduced.
In his preface the author writes: "An effort has been made in this
edition to incorporate important advances during recent years, including
certain results of tissue culture and electron microscopy." The extent of
this effort is indicated in the bibliography of 514 references of which only
26 titles (about 5 per cent) have been published since 1940, the date of
the previous edition. Since then, the principal advances in histology have
been the elucidation of the fine structure of the cell and its products by
phase-contrast and electron microscopy and the correlation of function with
morphology by the techniques of histochemistry, differential centrifugation,
and microspectrophotometry. The reader will find little inkling of these
in this text. Here the nucleus is still the center of oxidative processes in
the cell, the functions of the mitochondria are only vaguely adumbrated,
and the Golgi apparatus still holds sway with no suggestion that it may be
an artifact. Little or no mention is made of histochemical studies or the
chemical significance of the structures and staining reactions described. In
an era when many elegant electron micrographs of cells and their products
are available, only three are included in this book. The description of the
neurohypophysis is completely outmoded. Many pages are devoted to
illustration and discussion of old theories and opinions which have been
discarded as no longer valid, such as the contraction nodes or waves in
sections of fixed smooth muscle (illustrated by seven figures). The pre-
World War I classification of glia cells is still preserved. The only import-
ant recent advance which has been incorporated in the text is the revised
concept of hepatic structure set forth by Elias. In general this book suffers
from too close adherence to the content of the previous editions.
SANFORD L. PALAY
MAN AGAINST CANCER. By I. Berenblum. Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins
Press, 1952. 170 pp. $3.00.
This well-written, small volume deals broadly with trends in cancer
research as well as clinical approaches to the problem. The first section of
the book has to do with similarities of tumor cells to the normal tissues from
which they arise, and presents a discussion of the genetic factors in cancer.
This is followed by a brief introduction to the r6le of radiotherapy and
surgery in the treatment of the disease. A short historical review introduces
the section on research and is followed by chapters on genetic studies, car-
cinogens, viruses and cancer, and the potential application of the extensive
advances in biochemical techniques to the problem. Some of the difficulties
in the development of chemotherapeutic agents are also pointed out. Al-
though intended primarily for the educated layman, this book could be read
profitably by medical students and physicians as well as workers in the
research aspect of oncology.
HARRIS BUSCH